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        King, Senior Counsel at Law, representing Appealed. [8] In March 2009, Florida decided that the Florida Legislature lacked statutory authority to authorize the adoption of the medical marijuana statute's registration program. State v. Gable, No. CV09-101 (Fla, Mar. 24, 2009), App. To, at 18-31. The Florida Court of Appeals, though, has granted a temporary restraining order, which permits limited registry activities. See ID. at 18. After it was revealed that the U.S. Department of Justice had issued a letter notifying law enforcement officials in the State of Alabama that the federal government was not going to enforce that State's medical marijuana statute in any way, Alabama's Governor, Robert Bentley, reversed course and filed a bill repealing the existing law. See ID. at 7. In addition, Attorney General Eric Holder indicated some support for such a repeal, according to one news report. See ID. The following year, Florida voters approved a medical marijuana referendum. Under that statute, persons with certain debilitating medical conditions, including cancer, AIDS, multiple sclerosis, glaucoma, arthritis, and Tourette's syndrome, would be given authorization to use medical marijuana in a state-approved, registry-regulated system. See Fla. Stat. § 768.022(5). Florida's legislature, however, lacked the authority to alter existing state law; therefore, in March 2012, the legislature enacted a replacement for the statute. See Fla. Stat. § 768.022(6). This statute created the medical marijuana registry; this brief details the various statutory amendments and procedures for using the registry.

[1] Our previous decision that a state may delegate authority to carry out its general law to a political subdivision is State ex rel. Gable, supra at 18-19. The case is similar to Gable, in that the legislature's lack of authority to amend the State Constitution to authorize medical marijuana was the primary reason why its delegation of authority to the county clerk was upheld. However, the law cited by the Court of Appeals (G.A. No. 03-1383) was not a general law authorizing the use of medical marijuana. Rather, the relevant statutory provision was amended by the Legislature to authorize medical marijuana by granting it a two-year license to grow the plant, with a requirement that, if the license were not renewed after two years, the cultivation would be prohibited. I'd. at 20-21.
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