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        Yet the challenges for people with all types of developmental disabilities are the same: they continue to suffer from exclusion. It is only in this environment that we have been able to see and understand each other — and create and share this vital resource. “For generations, our services have been focused on the short-term and on achieving a particular outcome,” said Ann-Margret von ARX, director general and co-founder of the DD Network. “Now, we need to work on building a culture in which our priorities for service development do not rely on 'snowflake' outcomes that will be achieved in the next 20 – 30 years. It is important that this framework includes a vision to create a future that all and everyone can truly thrive in.” The first event will take place on June 12 when DD's founders join other members of the DD community — parents, carers, teachers and staff — at the new “Nest” — the new home for the DD Network. The Nest is located at the intersection of the South Bank of the Thames between the Houses of Parliament and Trinity Church, in the heart of London's new Parliamentary Quarter — this development of more than 50 new businesses will open this year in central London to create London's hottest shopping square during the summer. The Nest will be open between 10am and 4pm each afternoon and will be packed with ideas around support and change, with a special focus on the future. “We are delighted to have been selected as a sponsor of this gathering,” said Peter Llewellyn, director of corporate affairs at The Nest. “At the Nest, our aim has always been to work in partnership with other stakeholders for the purpose of empowering individuals for sustainable and meaningful development.” The second event will be held on June 17 at the Royal Institution of Great Britain in South Kensington. The evening will kick off with a roundtable discussion on the role of advocacy groups in policy-making, then move on to explore the role of independent research in policy. This will be followed by a question and answer session. “This gathering is a perfect example of how we can make a difference in the service of the developmentally disabled,” commented Dr Peter Stokes-Lampard, Director of the DD Network. “We hope that by sharing some of our ideas we can provide more inspiration for our colleagues, and, possibly, give the people with developmental disabilities the chance to talk about their struggles and challenges.
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